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aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ at 
 
What a pleasure it is this new calendar year to report on my 
recent activities. The year just past—the first full year of the 
new government - was marked by activity on many notable 
fronts. 
  
A review of 2016’s highlights would include significant 
accomplishments at the national level—recommitting to science
-based policies, re-opening veterans centres, restoring the age 
of eligibility for the Old Age Security (OAS) pension and the 
Guaranteed Income Supplement (GIS) from 67 to 65, putting 
thousands of dollars back in the pockets of Canadians when they 
become seniors. Specifically to New Brunswick we have a new 
Health Accord, a new Clean Water Wastewater program across 
the province, and locally, such developments as enhanced job 
opportunities through my work with the  Canada Summer Jobs 
Program.   
  
It was great to start 2016 with the Prime Minister and Cabinet in 
St. Andrews for the first official Cabinet retreat, and then ending 
it in December with a one-on-one meeting with him to discuss  
priorities for New Brunswick Southwest;  jobs, international 
trade,  and Canada/U.S. relations among others. The 
opportunity to meet privately with the busiest man in Ottawa 
comes by rarely and I am grateful for the opportunity. 

 
Let`s be proud of what has been accomplished this year. As for 
2017, Canada’s 150th Anniversary of Confederation, I am 
excited about what we can achieve by working together in the 
year ahead. 

Connect to Innovate  

On December 15, 2016, I was pleased to 
join Minister of Innovation, Science and 
Economic Development the Hon. Navdeep 
Bains to announce the /ƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǘƻ LƴƴƻǾŀǘŜ 
program. Municipalities can apply to bring 
high speed internet service to rural 
communities across Canada, and right here 
in New Brunswick Southwest.  
 
Access to broadband is essential for living, 
working and competing in a digital world. 
For Canadians in rural regions in particular, 
access to high-speed internet can unlock 
tremendous economic potential, leading to 
the creation of new jobs, products and 
businesses that will benefit Canadian 
middle-class families. 

/ƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǘƻ LƴƴƻǾŀǘŜ will help address the 
digital divide by primarily supporting new 
high-capacity “backbone” networks, with a 
portion of funding being used to upgrade 
existing backbone networks and provide 
“last-mile” connections. Building this 
infrastructure will give rural areas access to 
the digital economy; it is the modern 
equivalent of building roads or railway 
spurs. These networks will support the 
digital needs of Canadian institutions, 
businesses and households well into the 
future. 
 
I look forward to this new program 
bringing new high-speed internet service 
to New Brunswick Southwest. For more 

details on the program visit www.ic.gc.ca 
or contact my office. 

I was proud to join the Hon. Navdeep Bains in 

Wakefield, Quebec to announce the /ƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǘƻ 

LƴƴƻǾŀǘŜ program recently on December 15. 

YŀǊŜƴ [ǳŘǿƛƎΣ at bŜǿ .ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪ {ƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘ 
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The work of the Trade Committee over the last 
several months has been focused on three 
trade deals, including the Comprehensive 
European Trade Agreement (CETA), the Canada 
– Ukraine Free Trade Agreement (CUFTA) and 
the Trans Pacific Partnership. I was proud to join 
my committee colleagues to study these bills 
and listen to Canadians across the country in 
nation-wide hearings.  
 
The year ahead promises to be an interesting 
one on the trade file. As an active member of 
the Trade Committee, I expect we’ll be tasked 
with examining a number of forces presently 
swirling around outside our borders. I look 
forward to hearing from constituents on this 
file. 

The International Trade Committee heard from Steve Verheul (third from the left), chief trade negotiator for 

the Canada-European Union Comprehensive Economic and Trade Union. I was pleased to question Mr. 

Verheul about the CETA implementation plans and opportunities for Atlantic Canadians. 

It was a pleasure to chair the federal/
provincial caucus meeting in Miramichi on 
January 13. Government caucuses working 
together to improve the lives of all New 
Brunswickers! 

IŀǇǇȅ мллǘƘ aŀǳŘŜΗ 
I was so happy to join Maude 
Underhill for her 100th birthday 

celebration in Gagetown, and present 
her with certificates from Right 

Honourable Governor General David 
Johnston, the Right Honourable Justin 
Trudeau and myself as the Member 
of Parliament. Are you or a family 
member celebrating a major birthday 
or aniversary? Get a ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƻǊȅ 

ŎŜǊǝŬŎŀǘŜ right here: 
ƪŀǊŜƴƭǳŘǿƛƎƳǇΦŎŀ or call my office at 

м-ууу-орл-птоп. 

aȅ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ 
 

I never resist an opportunity to promote 
New Brunswick Southwest in Parliament. 
This past fall, I had the opportunity to rise 
in the House of Commons to speak on the 
conclusion of 16 days of activism against 
gender violence. As a female Member of 
Parliament I feel compelled to speak up 
for the women I represent on occasions 
such as these. The House of Commons 
Status of Women Committee will soon 
release its report on Violence Against 
Young Women and Girls in Canada. I have 
been proud to play a role in the drafting 
of this report. 
 

Additionally, this past fall I had the 
honour to rise in the House of Commons 
to promote the benefits to our province 
of the European Union Comprehensive 
Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA). 
This trade agreement is a big winner for 
us and you`ll hear more from me on this 
topic as the deal moves toward 
implementation. Softwood lumber too is 
a priority for the upcoming spring as we 
work with our American friends on the 
future of the lumber trade between us.  
 
One of my goals as your Member of 
Parliament is to make sure your voice is 
heard in the House of Commons, and that 
is why on December 9, 2016 I was so 

proud to present a petition I received 
from the people of New Brunswick 
Southwest calling on the government to 
enable community operated media 
centers. This would ensure not only the 
survival of community television, but also 
the availability of local media in small 
towns and neighbourhoods that are not 
served by private or public media.  
 
The petitioning of Parliament is one of 
the most direct means of communication 
between citizens and their government. 
To read more about this petition and 
community media, please go to my 
website: karenludwigmp.ca. 
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 As your Member of Parliament, one of the most important parts of my job is to listen and engage 
 with all residents of New Brunswick Southwest. Please use this form for feedback, or to tell me 
 what issues are important to  you. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Name:        Phone:        
 
Address:       Email:  
 

It was great to wish lobster 
fishermen a safe and bountiful 
season at the wharf in Dipper 
Harbour on November 8. 

Surveying the work being done at the site of the Huntsman 
Marine Science Centre expansion. 

In case there was any doubt, I did 
personally sign all of my Christmas 
cards by hand. Didn’t get one this 
year? Sign up for next year by 
emailing us at 
karen.ludwig@parl.gc.ca. 

Was great to bring Grand 
Manan dulse and maple 
fudge to Ottawa. 

Always inspired by my meetings with my 
Constituency Youth Council, and hearing 
what these bright young minds have to say 
on matters important to them. 

Truly enjoyed my time at the Lakeland 
Industries Sheltered Workshop 
Christmas dinner in McAdam. 

Celebrating Canada’s 150th 
with New Brunswick 
Southwest Curlers! Stay 
tuned for more celebrations. 

mailto:karen.ludwig@parl.gc.ca
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bŀǝƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪǎ 

Lƴ нлмт ŀƭƭ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ /ŀƴŀŘŀ 

ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŦǊŜŜ ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΗ {ǘŀǊǘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 

ȅƻǳǊ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 

ōŜŀǳǘȅ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ƻũŜǊΣ 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƴŜŀǊōȅ CǳƴŘȅ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪΦ 

DŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊŜŜ tŀǊƪǎ /ŀƴŀŘŀ tŀǎǎ ǘƻŘŀȅ 

ŀƴŘ І{Ƙƻǿ¦ǎ¸ƻǳǊtŀǎǎΥ 

ǿǿǿΦŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǎǇŀǊŎǎ-ǇŀǊƪǎƻǊŘŜǊǎΦŎŀ 

bŜǿ .ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪ IŜŀƭǘƘ !ŎŎƻǊŘ 

This spring I will be travelling 
across New Brunswick Southwest 
to host town hall meetings in 
many communities in the riding. 
My job as your Member of 
Parliament is to understand the 
issues most important to you.   
 
My first town hall will be held on 
March 1, 2017 in St. George at 
Magaguadavic Place (11 Spinney 
Drive), with more dates to be 
announced, including in Harvey 

Station, Cambridge-Narrows, 
Saint Andrews, Hanwell, 
McAdam, Fredericton Junction, 
Grand Bay-Westfield, Gagetown, 
St. Stephen, Grand Manan Island, 
and Campobello Island. Stay 
tuned for more details on when 
and where our Town halls will be 
held in 2017.  
 
For more details feel free to visit 
karenludwigmp.ca.  

I felt proud as a resident of New 
Brunswick that our Federal and 
Provincial governments came to 
agree on the Canada/NB Health 
Accord. And New Brunswick was first 
in Canada! Immediately after the 
federal/provincial Health discussions 
in December our two levels of 
government showed that working 
together is the best way forward. All 
New Brunswickers are better off 
because of this Agreement.  It will 
allow for our Government to make 
significant investments to improve 

the quality of health care for 
Canadian families, including better 
access to home care and mental 
health care. This agreement, which 
will take effect on April 1, 2017, will 
provide $125.1 million for better 
home care including addressing 
critical home care infrastructure 
requirements and $104.3 million in 
support of mental health initiatives. 
That is the type of Real Change 
Canadians expect, and I am proud to 
see this type of Federal-Provincial 
cooperation.  

Karen Ludwig, MP 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0A6 
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